
Oracy at St 
Luke’s School 

Article 12 Every child has the right to express their 
views, feelings and wishes in all matters affecting 
them, and to have their views considered and taken 
seriously.  

Article 13 Every child must be free to express 
their thoughts and opinions and to access all kinds 
of information, as long as it is within the law.  

Through working together, as 
partners in building the future, we 
can support your child in finding 
their voice and enable them to 

confidently share it with others.  

Article 13 Every child must be free to express 
their thoughts and opinions and to access all kinds 
of information, as long as it is within the law.  

Useful websites/information: 

https://voice21.org 

https://wordsforlife.org.uk\ 

Oracy Lead: Mrs Hepworth 

Oracy Champion: Miss Round 

Head Teacher: Mr Turner 

(01534) 730657 

admin@stluke.sch.je 

Why is Oracy important?  

Skills learnt as part of an Oracy education will last a 
lifetime for the children that attend our school. So 
much in our lives depends on being a good             
communicator.  

The benefits of Oracy skills have been proven to  
improve a whole range of social, emotional, and      
interpersonal skills, including increasing                 
self-confidence, self-awareness, resilience, and    
empathy.  

How can you help to develop good Oracy skills 
outside of school?  

You could try some of the following ideas:  

• Chat: Speak  and sing rhymes and songs with 
your child.  Ask your child about the conversa-
tions in their Oracy assembly! 

•  Play: Let your little one’s imagination run wild 
with activities and games.  

• Read: Share  stories together, visit the library 
or borrow books from school.  

 

An example of some of the sentence stems we are 
using in our lessons and assemblies to help struc-
ture conversations: 

I agree because… 

I disagree because… 

Building on your idea... 

Could you tell more about _______? 

That is an interesting point but have you considered.. 

 



How does Oracy develop at our school?  

Oracy teaching underpins all teaching 
and learning in the Early Years (Nursery 
and Reception). The skills needed for 
talking and listening in groups start to be 
developed from Nursery.  

Giving presentations, taking part in a   
debate and making speeches are taught 
as pupils move through the school years.  

Talk is encouraged in all our lessons, in 
the lunch hall and outside in the        
playground. Pupils share and discuss    
ideas, thoughts and opinions. In lessons, 
pupils talk and discover new information 
in lots of different groupings.  

We are noticing that pupils are improving 
their confidence in communicating well 
with each other including building on 
each other’s ideas and respectfully   
challenging anything they disagree with.  

Pupils at St Luke’s learn to talk, in 
actual Oracy lessons, and through 

talk, across the curriculum.  

We teach Oracy skills using the Oracy 
Framework, this incorporates 4 strands:  

1. Physical strand: Use of voice and body 
language  

2. Linguistic strand: Vocabulary, language 
choice and rhetorical techniques  

3. Cognitive strand: Content, structure, 
clarifying, summarising and reasoning  

4. Social and emotional strand: Working 
with others, listening and responding, 
confidence in speaking and audience 
awareness  

 

The Oracy Framework supports all 
pupils to understand and develop 
the skills needed to be great   
communicators.  

 What is Oracy? 

Oracy, put simply, is speaking and being able to 
express yourself well.  

 

At St Luke’s School we believe Oracy is key to 
learning, progress and feeling part of our 
school community.  

 

Talk underpins all learning at our school. We 
believe that each child is unique and has their 
own unique voice, and that all our pupils have 
the right to be heard.  

 

We know that Oracy helps pupils develop and 
deepen their vocabulary, knowledge and critical 
thinking skills.  

 

As part of a Government of Jersey initiative, 
we have partnered with Voice 21 to be part of 
a national and island drive to promote Oracy in 
schools. Because of this, we access high quality 
training and development opportunities in Jer-
sey and the UK. This involves visiting other 
schools as well as sharing our own practice.  


