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St Lul(e'ls EYFS Foundalion Slaée PolicH

2025
As o ng/lfs Resluecﬁng School our p/lilosop/ly is underpinned by the values and princip/es of the United Nakion's Convenbion on the
Rights of the Child (UNCRC)
Commilment bo Children's Righl‘s in the EYFS
Al Sl Lul(e's School, our Earlg Years Foundahon S}age Policg is firmlH roo}ed in Hle Pr‘mciples of H\e Uni}ed Nahons Ccnvenhon on
the Righls of the Child (UNCRC). We are commilted to promohng and prokechng the righbs of all children as fcllows:
Besl‘ Inleresl‘s 0f l‘he Chi[d (Arlicle 3): We ensure Hw,t everH decision mo,de WiH’Liﬂ our EYFS seH‘mg priorihzes H1e healH‘;, SGFCLH,

o,nd emoﬁonol we”—be‘mg of our Pupils

Respecl for the Views of the Child (Aricle 12): We encourage children to express their Hlough}s and feelings, ensuring their voices
are heard and considered in shaping their leo,rning exPeriences

Rtghl' to Education (Arlicle 28): Our inclusive curriculum guaran}ees that every child has access ko High—qualitﬂ educalion that
suPPorls their individual learning needs.

Goals Of Educolion (Arlicle Zq) We focus on nurkuring each child,s Personal developmenh kulents, and abiliﬁes, Foskering a life—
long love of leo,rn'mg.

Rtghl' [o Leisure, Plaﬂ, and Cuu'ure (Ar[icle 3') We Provide a rich environmen} for PlaH and cuuurol exPression, recognizing erse

as VilQl comPanean OF children's grole and developmenf

Ralionale

Tk is vilal thal we 9ek bo know and value all young children. All children learn more in the Period from
birth to pve years old than any other time in their lives. IJ: children are al risk of fo,lling behind the
majorika, the best lime to helP them cakbch up and |<eeP up is in the earlg years. EverH child can make
progress, iJI H’leﬁ are given the righl: suPporL"

“When we succeed in giving every child the best start in their earlg years, we can g'we them whal Hleg

need komorrow. We G[SO set Hlem UP WiH’I everH chance OJI SUcCcCess Lomorrow"

(Development Malters 2020)

Ak SE |_u|<e's PrimarU school, Hme EarlH Years Foundahon Skage is viewed as a dishnchve Phase of
education which inkegrokes the care and educalion of our Houngest children. We believe that all children
are unique and bring with them o diverse range of previous experiences and learning which must be
acknowledged and built upon. I} is vital that Parenks are valued as children's prsk educalors and that

Hteg are aclive Parlners in their child's school educalion.

Our Core Purpose

AL SE Luke's PrimarH Schaool, we Provide highlﬁ e;;echve teaching and leam'mg within o cullure of
challenge, nurture and suppork. We suppork all children to progress to be the best Hweg can be. Our
curriculum enables as many children as Possible bo achieve a Good Level of Developmenf bH the end of

their lime in the Earlg Years Foundalion Slage (EYFS) and we build on this in subsequenl years.



Pr‘mciples

OUF EYFS POliCl:j is direCHH related LO our SCI’LOO[ vision, VG[UGS and curricu[um slatement. ]} documents

fuerer aims anci stroiegies we emploH in order ITO address H1e fOU,I" overarching Principles Of EYFS

EverH child is o unique child, whao is constanHH learning and can be resilienh capable, confidenk

ond self-assured.
Children learn fo be skrong and independenHH Hmrough Posihve relahonships.

Chilclren learn and clevelop well in enabling environmenbs wiH1 beaching o,nd suppork from adults,
who responcl bo their individual interests and needs and help them to build their learning over
time. Children benefﬁ from a skrong partnership belween Pracﬁhoners and Porenks and/ or
carers.

We recognise the importance of all areas of learning and developmenf Children develop and
learn ot differenk rabes. Qur Prachce is 'mformed bH the EYFS fro,mework and covers the

educahon and care of all children in EYFS, including children wiH1 special educalional needs

and disabilihes.

Positive
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E]:j:echve Praclice in relalion lo each of the four ovemrching Principles of EYFS, the seven keﬂ

fealures of effeclive Prachce and the characlerislics of eH:eche leaching and learning is delailed

in H’le Slalulorg J:rameworl( I.'OI" Hme earlg gears foundahon slage:

hHIps://assels.Publishing.service.gov.uk/govemmenl/ulploods/sgslem/ulploads/auach—

ment_dota/pile/97490T/EYFS_gramework_-_March_2021.pdy

OU,I" carefuuﬂ Planned curriculum, qualilg interachons and use Of assessmenl ensures H‘»al we address H‘»e

seven I(CH feolures OJ: eH:echve PFOCHCGZ

Providing the best for every child.
OH:ering consiskenh high—qualikﬂ care for au of our children.
Planning a curriculum with o focus on what we want children o learn.

Using o range of different aPProaches to ensure our Pedagogﬂ is eJ:J:echve in helping children lo

learn.

Implemenhng a range of assessment stro,kegles to check whal children have learnt in order to
inform J:uhtre Planning.

Supporhng children lo develop their self-regulal'ion and execulive funchon.

Developing a slrong Partnership with Parenks leough Posihve and regular communicalions.


https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EYFS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EYFS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf

The Areas of Teaching and Learning

Our earlH years seH'mg follows the curriculum as oublined in the EYFS skakukorﬁ framework The EYFS
fro,mework includes 7 areas of leo,m'mg and developmenk that are equallg imPorfo,nt and infer-connected
sechions. The Prime areas are seen as Parhcu[ar[g imporkank for ignihng curiosity and enthusiasm for

learning, and for building children’s caPacitﬂ bo [earn, form relahonships and thrive.

The 3 Prime areas are:

® Communication and language
O Listening, altention and underskanding
O SPeaking

o PhHsical development
O (Gross motor skills

O Fine molor skills

® Personal, social and emalional development
O Self—regulahon
O Managing self
O Building relahonships

The Prime areas are strengkhened and aPPliecl Hnrough b sPecific areas:

L4 Literacg
O Comprehension
o Word reading
O Wrihng

® Mathemalics
O Numbers

o Numerical Pa&erns

® Underskandmg the world
O Past and Presenk

O People, CU“TUFG and communihes

O The naltural world

L] Expressive arls and design
@) Creahng with malerials

O Being imaginahve and expressive

We recognise that keaching can lake Place ak all limes of the dag Hmrough direcked Leach‘mg sessions,
Hmrough limes of Plag and inside and oulside the classroom. We encourage all of these. We strive fo make
our environmenls irresistible fo children and encourage our ska;; and volunleers lo seize every oPporluniLH
for keaching. Weeklg and daily Planning formalise this and aim fo ensure a balance of formo,l and

'mformal learning. Staff are encouraged lo think carefullH about their quesﬁons and inkerventions in



cnildren’s learning in order ko ophmise Hlis, Learning should be Personalised bH building on Hle cnild's
inkerests and involving them J:u,HH in reflechng on what H’LGH have learned and how HneH may build on
Hmeir skills. Cnildren w'dl be inkrinsica”g mohvaked to be [ife-long [earners.

Ak appropriake oppodundies H1e o,duus wi“z

L4 Queshon, respond LO queshons and engage Hw Child in exlended conversaﬁons Hw,f suppod Sus-

tained shared Hminl(ing
e F[xlend vocabularﬂ, knowledge and skills

® Encouro,ge independence

® Add resources that stimulale, motivale and engage the learner

® Demonstrate, model and work a[ongside the children

L4 Help children fo see links in their leo,rning

L Suppod and encourage the children

° Encouro,ge children fo be problem solvers, problem sefters and invesligcdors
® Re-direct the plaH If necessary

L] Help children to learn how o negohate and resolve conJ:lict

e Promole children’s weu—being
® Observe and assess learning

® Record judgments ond plan for next steps in learning
® Provide feedback to child/other adull/ parenls

L4 Ensure Hw environment is sa;e and secure and H"LOL Hne Welfo,re Requirements are in place

Characlerislics of Effeclive Learning
We uphold the view that learning is underpinned bH the characterishics of effechve learning. In p[anning
and 9uidin9 children's achvihes, prachhoners musk reflect on the diHerenl ways that children learn and

reflect these in their prachce.

The 3 characlerishics of eJ:J:eche leaching and learning are:
° plaging and exploring - children inveshgate and experience Hflings, and have a 90'.
e aclive learning - children concenlrale and |<eep on LrHing iJ: HweH encounter difficulhes, and
enjog achievemenls.
° crealing and Htinl(ing crihcauﬂ - children have and develop their own ideas, make links belween

ideas, ond develop strcdegies for doing H’»ings.

All of these areas inferlink Hmroughout the curriculum and adulls make the most of oppodunihes bo
interack with children o develop their plaﬂing, Hminl(mg and learning. Adulls also recognise that there are
limes when HmeH need o take a step back to enable children o think crihcallg and solve a problem 53 brial

and error or Perseverance.

I} is our aim thal children leave the EYFS with:



¢ g Posiiive ‘can do’ aiiiiude bo iearning
® g willingness io iake ris|<s and make misiakes

L] high levels of engagemeni in o fask where H‘ieH can Pro,ciise and build up concePis, ideas and

skills

L] perseverance
® g love of iearning
® ideas of their own, thal Hieﬁ can Pian and foiiow Hirough

® an abiiiig io express fears io relieve anxious exPeriences in conirolieci o,ncJ, safe siiuaiions

EorlH Language, Reading and Mathemalics

Ai Si Lul(e's PrimarH School, we Provide a language—rich environmeni in which high qualiig ialk is valued.
All siaff model 9ooci communicakion skills in their inkeractions with Pupils and each olher. For earlg
Phonics ieaching, the school foliows the Liltle Wandle (Lelters & Sounds) Pnonics scheme lo ensure thal
we are eH:eciive in ieaching children to be successFul earlH readers. Home reaciing malerials ensure that
the children are 9iven reading books thal reJ:leci their Phonic l(nowlecige, SO Phonics is the oan siraie%
used for decoding. This consists of dqilg Phonic sessions which are suPPlemenied bg Guided Reading and
sPeHing/wriiing achivilies. As Pari of our aPProach we send children home with o range of resources so

H‘ieH can ,Praciise, and develoP whilst al home. Recognising all 26 lelter sounds is a skill that all children

need bo use confidenHH in order to hear sounds in words when H’ICH are reading and wriiing. The school
also Places an imPoriance on the deveiopmeni of earlg comPrehension skilis; in line with the Revised
Framework to ensure that children are able, bo comPrehend whal H’LCH read and listen to. This sils
aiongside the cieveiopmeni of children's speaking, iisiening and ianguage skills which are crucial for
deveioping children’s comPrehension and voco,bulo,rﬂ, with o sPecific focus on closing the vocqbulqrg gap
for children siariing school with less exPerience of @ lqnguage rich environment. Adulls also skrive to
Promoie a love of reading Hiough ciailg siorH time and care;ullg chosen baoks within the leo,rning
environment. Teachers closelﬂ monitor children's progress in reqding H"irough guided reo,ding and regular

Phonics assessments in order thal interventions are implemenied to address gaps in iearning PromPHH.

AdViCG is SOU,gl"iL fFOm H’le English Lead and SENDCO wnere Hiese dO noi PFOVG‘ SUCCGSSFUL

Maths is iaughi ihrough o range of experiences including couniing as Parl: of the dailﬂ rouine; discreek
ieacning with foiiow up group achivilies and PiaH based oPPoriuniiies and exPeriences ihrough the iearning
environment. We recognise that Maths can lake piace in any environment and we Promoie the use of
iearning makhs skills Hirougn Piaij-based opporiuniiies. As with Phonics, children experiencing ony
difficuiiies are ideniifieci earig and suPPori measures are Pui info piace. Teachers iargei specific
quesiions ak individuals in whole class ieacning, exiending the children's undersianding, aiiowing |<e3
mathemalical concepis lo be revisited and developed across the year. We adopi the White Rose Maths
aPProach bo our ieaching, which ensures progression and coverage Hiroughoui the year.

Play
We believe that it is viialig imPoriani for adulls lo suppori children’s iearning H'irough Piaﬂ. We believe



that Plag, both indoors and ouldoors, is the fundamenkal way in which young children learn. When
Plal:jing, children behave in different ways. Somehmes, their PlGEj will be lively and interachve, somelimes
Hmeﬁ will describe and discuss what Hmeg are doing, and somelimes H'meﬂ will be quiek and reflechve as
Hmeﬁ Plaﬂ. Through Plag, children will be developing skills across all the Prime and Specific areas of

[earning, working kowards achieving H1e EarlU Leaming Goals, Hw desired oulcomes for H1e end of Hme

EYFS.

Plonning

The EYFS leachers uses the EYFS stakutorg Framework. From this and from analgsis of dala and
on-going assessmenks, areas of learning are Planned leough a series of topics, iniliaked bH the Pupils'
inferests, each of which offers experiences in all seven areas of learning. These p[ans then inform
shorb-term weeklg Planning, alongside observalions, which remains flexible for unplanned circumstances or

chi[dren,s FESPOI'ISGS.

Adulk focused and independent achivilies are Planned on a weele basis. Children have the opportunilﬁ bo
work in each of the learning areas within the classraom and ouldoors. Whole class, group and individual
aclivilies are used o develop skills in all areas of the curriculum, as aPproPriote. We p[an a balance
between children having lime and space bo engage in their own child-iniliated aclivilies and those that are
P[anned b}j the adulls. During children's Plag, our earlH years Prachhoners inferact and queshon bo
challenge children. In Planning and guiding children’s aclivilies, we reflect as Prachhoners on the

different ways that children learn and reflecl these in our prachce,

Assessmenl

AL Sk Luke's Primarﬂ Schaal, ongoing assessment is an integrol Part of the learning and developmenl
processes. SITO,H observe Pupils bo idenhfﬁ their level of achievement, inkerests and learn'mg sLHles. These
observalions are used o shape fulure Planning. SLQH also take info account observations shared bH

PQFGI’ILS and carers.

Sarel

Ab J:SL H|_u|<e’s PrimarH Schaol, we believe children learn best when Hmeg are healeH, safe and secure.
Children's sa;elg and welJ:are is Paramounl to us. We creale o safe, secure and welcoming environment
where children can enjoH learning and grow in conpdence. We Provide a curriculum that teaches children
how to be safe, make chaices and assess risks. We have slringent Po[icies in Place bo so,feguord children
and dailﬂ Procedures are in Place bo encourage children to operate in safe ways and lo |<eep them safe.
We Promole the good health of the children in our care in numerous ways, including the Provision of

nulrilious food, follow'mg sek Procedures when children become ill or have an accident.

Inclusion



We value all of our children as unique individuals ot St Luke's Primo,rlj Schaol, irrespechve of their
eHmicikH, cullure, religion, home language, background, abilif&j or gender. We Plan a curriculum thal meel
the needs of the individual child and supPork them ak their own pace so that most of our children meel
the expecled levels of developmenk against the EarlH Leammg Goals. We skronglﬂ believe that early
idenhficahon of children with additional needs is crucial in enabling us o give the child the suPPork that
Hweﬁ need and in doing S0, work closelg with Parenks and oulside agencies. Ab limes, ibis necessary bo
work with children in a small group or on an individual basis oulside of the leaming environment o allow
for specialisk input eg. Speech and Language supporL However, whenever possib[e, support is Provided

wiHm'm Hw classroom COI’I[TGXL

Relalicnships with Parenls/Carers and the Wider Communilg

We know whal an important role Parents/oarers Plag in their children's leaming journeH and we aim lo
involve them as much as Possible in school life. We recognise the huge conbribulion thal Parents make lo
their child's learning and we work hard lo deve[op and sustain links with Parents. We seek to start bui[ding
relahonships with Parents from the term before their child starts schaal, erough clear communication and
the inilial visits and 'mformahon sessions. We do this in a range of different ways, which range from

communication with home lo invihng Parenls into the school selhng. These include:
L] Inlroduclorﬂ sessions

L] SITOH ancl PlQH sessions
® Reqding bOOl(S shared beMeen home o,nd SCl’lOOl

L] Weeklg newsletters and Lermlﬂ Curriculum Lelters
® Parent workshops
® Home/School diaries

® Parenks COﬂSUHTGI:iCJnS 8( FCPOFITS

Working with other services and organisahons is inkegrol bo our Prachce in order fo meel the needs of our
children. Al limes we may need lo share inJ:ormaHon with other PrOfessionals bo Provide the best suPPork
Possible. We draw on our links with the communiLH to enrich children's exPeriences bg kak‘mg them on

ouhngs, for example bo Hle beach or Park, and invihng members of Hne communikﬂ info our seHing.

Transilion

AL Sk Luke's PrimarH School we work closelg with the local Pre-schools lo ensure that we have delailed
informahon about the children Prior bo them skarhng schaol. The NurserH & Recephon teachers meet with
the Pre-schools in the summer ferm prior bo the children skarhng school. The Earlﬂ Years teachers visit all
of the children in their Pre-schoo[ sethngs and we invite the children lo join us for sessions in the summer

Lerm. EGF[H Years Skaff CO/TTH OUIT Home ViSiITS during H’le fir‘SIT (J,O,HS Of H1e Autumn Lerm.
AS H1e children PrePare ITO enker KSl, H’le Year | leachers OBSCFVC H1e children in Hw EQF[H Yeo,rs seH‘mg

during Hw summer lerm. The EGF[H Years Leachers GlSO meel WiH’I H'me Year | Leachers ITO diSCUSS Hme encl



of year data wiHl'm a Pupil Progress Meehng in order fo ensure a smoon bransition inko Year |. These
discussion helps the Year | teacher to Plan an eJ:J:eche, responsive ond aPProPriate curriculum that will
meet H1e needs of a” children. The children wi“ also spend bime wiH1 Hleir new teacher in H1e Year |

classroom as PGFIT Of H’Le whole SChOOl Lransihon PFOCCSS.



